}Yorkshire Dales
G Scale Group

Issue 10. 01/01/2009

Dear member

Welcome to the tenth issue of Traffic, the newsletter devoted to information regarding
Yorkshire Dales G Scale Group. You will be able to read some interesting articles from our
current members, find out about the forth coming events. If you require any further
information please contact any of the members below:

Chairman M Humphris
Treasurer M Cadamarteri
Minutes (MTS) R Metcalfe
Publicity P Inman
Technical (non MTS) T Parkinson
Artistic Design J Jennings
Show Coordinator David Newsham

Visit the site. www.ydgs.co.uk (updates have been added including new photographs and
the newsletters)

Happy New Year to all members. We have a bumper issue this time as it’s the start of the
year. Great articles from new and old members and a fantastic events calendar for 2009.
Looking forward to seeing you all at the AGM on Saturday the 17™.

We would also like to welcome our new members as the group continues to grow from
strength to strength each month.

Feel free to send articles that you would like including in the Newsletter, it is what you make

it so get those computers fired up and send me what you can (nicely formatted please).

Philip Inman.
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TREASURERS REPORT
On behalf of all the committee we wish you a happy New Year.

Our membership at 31 December 2008 was 24, plus 5 members who have already joined
for 2009.

| am at present preparing an annual statement for our AGM on Saturday 17 January.
I confirm that we remain solvent and request early renewal of annual subscriptions to our

group.
We will then be able to plan future development of the layout.
The Keighley clubroom remains viable but only due to the receipts from open weekends.

We ask that besides joining our group you consider membership of Keighley Model
Railway Club. There are three classes of membership:

Full membership £100.00
Over 65’s or unwaged £ 55.00
Country membership £ 30.00

Country membership is intended as an alternative to full membership where you are
unable to attend on a frequent basis.

We will meet at the Keighley clubroom on the third Saturday in February.
As the Keighley Exhibition is to be held 14/15 March we will not hold a separate meeting.
G Rail in Nottingham is on 25 April so we will not hold a separate meeting

Regards to all

Mike Cadamarteri
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REPORT FROM THE CHAIRMAN

YORKSHIRE DALES G SCALE REPORT

The last year has seen the group grow in size and | don’t mean waist lines, membership
numbers have increased, we are always happy to welcome new recruits. For it is pleasing to see
the group’s indoor layout surrounded by a social and supportive team of enthusiasts.

This last year, group members have attended five local model railway shows with our junior
orientated layout Trollenberg Heights 16x2ft, a Zig Zag style layout that rewards the careful junior
operator; at each show we attend well over a hundred young children successfully operate this
layout. Also quite a few senior adults have been tempted to try their hand at operating, at the last
show in November this year, one elderly gent after trying his hand said that it was 60 years since
he had driven a model train, he was so pleased to have had the opportunity to do it once again

As well as model shows the Keighley Model Club Room has been open to the public on three
weekends, where the G scale group have flown the flag of garden railways.

Also several members have held garden open days, plus Rod and John put up temporary G
scale layout at a village show in Hellifield. Alan Davies also organised the Knowle Green Model
Railway show where G scale flies a high profile. Other club members organised social trips out,
which included, a visit to the York Railway Museum to see Tornado. And fine she looked to.
The group also holds winter running sessions, indoors on the third Saturday of each month
throughout the winter and early spring months at the Keighley Club Room.  (Why not come
along and run your loco’s in the warmth).

Also as usual Rod organised the annual Christmas dinner at Settle, well done Rod; all in all its
been a busy and active years for the Yorkshire Dales Group. The larger indoor layout which is
20x16ft has been rewired to improve its operating potential, and Phil has done a sterling job on
keeping the group’s web site operational, www.ydgs.co.uk as well as providing the group with a
fine news sheet ‘Traffic’, great work Phil.

Our membership is well spread in the northern half of England, not to forget Bill who lives in
Birmingham, but visits us regularly. All are | know pleased to receive Traffic reports, so thank you
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to the members who keep articles going in. In particular thanks must go to Bill from Birmingham,
and John from Leeds, who seem to always grace the Traffic with items to challenge us. Also to
Zack our junior member, it was pleasing to see your article on the spring head layout, and its
working chimney. Tim the group’s chief engineer has been busy providing items for the main
layout, as well as working on his ever developing diesel fleet. Newer members, the two David’s,
plus Bob and Hans, have worked hard to support the group and its events. Mike C continues to
keep us raising funds to ensure that the running cost of the group is met thanks Mike.

To all the members, who have helped us along the path this year, well done, please keep up the
good works.

Forth coming events agreed so far include

February Family Day at Hellifield

March Zig Zag layout at Keighley Model Railway Show
May Knowle Green One Day Show

May Open Day at Keighley Club rooms

June 2 Garden Open Days

July 1 Garden Open Day

We meet almost every Tuesday evening at our local club rooms. Also though the winter and
spring time on the third Saturday afternoon in the Clubrooms, we can be available at the
clubrooms on other Saturdays by arrangement.

Mike Humphris
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ARTICLE 1

BILL THORNBER

Bill Thornber writes a addendum to his last report Whilst visiting Loughborough to view
Tornado, he took the opportunity to look at the G scale layout at Rothley station, on the
Great Central Railway, To start with the layout is visible from both platforms at Rothley
Station, if visiting this station by car Bill recommends’ getting their early as parking is not to
good on Sundays, which is when the layout is open, "most Sundays, throughout the year
says Bill, but he adds that in winter quite a lot of work is done on the layout so check first
before visiting. The layout is described as quite large, and divided into mainline and branch
line sections, plus an American section. But alterations to the layout this winter could
change this. A mountain section on the layout impressed Bill very much. With mainline
overhead centenary, electric and diesels, plus freight and passenger services, plenty to
see, Bill also mentions vintage steam and diesel locomotives, plus modern and vintage
coaching stock, plenty to keep one occupied.

Sections of the railway are still under construction and Bill highlights a rope way, plus a
very fine building of a castle, he goes on to mention station buildings and says that his
impression is that the railway is very well looked after. Controlled by twin controllers,
working two mainline twin tracks, cantentery etc, all works well.. Bill also found a tea room
next door, which was well patronised, and finishes by saying that all in all he was very
impressed with the layout, and suggests that any member visiting the Rothley area, should
find the station and its G-scale layout well worth a visit.

Article typed up by Mike Humphris as Bill says he used a fine Goose Quill to write his last
report, but typist could not decider this section so he rewrote it with a very fine Goose Guill,
in the hope that said typist can bring this report to you. Bill is going a very good job as our
reporter from central England,

Are there any other budding letter writers out their, willing to send in reports of G-scale and
associated happening. For | am sure are editor and readers will welcome news and
reports, from around the northern hemisphere, and beyond.

Mike Humphris The TYPIST...

Ps My new loco as reported on by Bill with its fine grid irons, and large rear coupling still
has not got a name, other than either the Cat or Tiddles

Any suggestions welcomed. Mike
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ARTICLE 2

WRESTLING WITH TRESTLES

Prior to my open day which was held in June of this year, | had the idea that an
independent circuit of analogue track running alongside my present MTS system would
enhance an area of rough garden. | thought that this continuous circuit would enable trains
to be run over a switch back meandering track continually without supervision. As with
everything it looked a good idea at the time.

Site Boards with levels for track and shuttering fo r footings.

| roughly gauged what diameter of track | would need and on visiting the Railroad
Convention in Arizona in April of this year | purchased a box of 16feet diameter and 6
lengths of 5ft straights which | thought would be sufficient to complete the job.

(The lads not that bright!!)

It was necessary to break and isolate the track from the MTS system running along the
back of the station and then by utilising the radius of the curves, | set up where the trestles
and their supporting footings would have to be placed. Trying not to have too much of a
gradient, as | had to clear existing track at 9 1/2”, | set about building the trestles and
shuttering for the footings. Whilst everything was drying, concrete and rot -proofing of the
wood, | built two over -bridges, one at 48” the other at 36”long.



Trestles sitting on footings.

Over bridge temporarily in place.

Both bridges fitted and in place.
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Looking at it with Phil Inman one day he suggested going behind a large tree that we have
and meeting up with the back section of track. Thanks Phil for that! Now | needed more
track. October saw us driving over to Utrecht in Holland to visit friends and also visiting
Eurospoor a large model railway exhibition and swap meet held every year in Utrecht.

First bend finished and landscaped.

Yes more track purchased and brought home to continue with “the great idea” that | had.
The weather has played a large part and has delayed the work but things are slowly taking
shape and | am hoping that by the time my next open day comes around the job will be
completed.

(Hopefully more of this extension to follow in a later issue).

Alan Gardner.
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ARTICLE 3

PARK HIGH SCHOOL, COLNE

Our contribution to Pendle Forest Model Railway So  cieties
Exhibition at Park High School Colne.
15th & 16th Nov. 2008

We met at the club room as arranged at 3.30pm Friday the 14th , the zig zag was already
stripped down, so with a trolley and the large lift the layout was soon down in the loading
bay ready for John’s van. Loading went so well my wife Jennifer got a shock when five
chaps ended up in our kitchen for cups of tea.

The zig zag was erected without any problems, in no time at all we were all in

the pub ordering meals, they were very nice too.

Saturday was busy with young train drivers lining up, the layout worked very well.

Sunday was very similar perhaps not quite as busy. 4.50pm on Sunday dismantling of the
layout was started, loaded back into John’s van for transit to Keighley.

At Keighley, Mike and Phil had opened the club room ready for our arrival; we had to use
the smaller lift. The club room was locked up and we were all away for 6.15pm. So from
dismantling to locking up the club room took one hour thirty minutes not bad at all.

Many thanks to all concerned, | think we all quite enjoyed ourselves.

David Newsham
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ARTICLE 4

METROVIC

Class 28 Metrovic

The “Metrovic” in original form with wrap round front windows, these were replaced after
falling out.

The British Rail Class 28 Diesel Locomotives or “Mestrovic’s” as they were popularly
known, were built as part of the British railways Modernisation plan. Built with low-speed
Crossley 8-cylinder two stroke engines, they represented an experiment in two stroke
versus four stroke engines for diesel traction. From the beginning the engines were
problematic and suffered chronic failures and the entire class were handed back to the
manufacturer for remedial work. The highly unusual Co-Bo wheel arrangement affected
their route availability and complicated maintenance. All twenty were initially allocated to
the Midland Division of BR’s London Midland Region, where they often were used in pairs
on the overnight London-Glasgow “Condor” express freight service. Later they were
transferred to the Barrow in Furness area prior to withdrawal after only 10 years service. A
single locomotive, D5705, survived by historical accident as a technical services engine
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and then train heating unit before being preserved in 1980. D5705 is currently being

restored on the East Lancashire Railway.

I have been making G scale locomotives for 5 years using a variety of source material in
particular drawings by R.S.Carter published in British Rail Main — Line Diesels.

ISBN0711006172 published by lan Allan Ltd.

One problem with making locos to G scale can be the total length of the loco. A main line

loco like the "Metrovic" is too long to fit round LGB R1 curves.

The original drawings were drawn for “00” 4mm scale, these were enlarged by 187% to
give the correct height and width for G scale. The loco drawing was shortened by removing
70mm from its length without losing any main features. In the case of the Mestrovic most of
the grills are on one side of the body, a section of the body between the four grills and the

centre door were removed.

Before starting construction on any loco a motor block had to be found to fit the intended
body style. For this model | had to obtain a three axle and two axle motor blocks. | had

previously used the two
axle aristocraft blocks as
found on the SD1 type
locos; they also produce a
three axle unit as found on
the SD45. The side
frames for both units are
totally different from each
other and do not match
the frames on the metro-
vic.

The only solution was to
remove the side frames
from both units and make
my own. All the parts for
both frames, approx 1500

in total were made from plasticard except for the real compression springs.

The method of construction was to make a frame for each motor block to allow the body to
sit level as each block had a different height. The side frames were then fitted to the centre
frames. The final parts to assemble were the breaks, shoes and brake rods and links. The

individual parts can be seen in the photo.
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The construction of the four side frames took three months after
which | became a bit jaded with the project, put it on one side
and built a Ruston and Hornsby 0-4-0 diesel shunter. After
completing this new loco motivation returned and | started
construction of the body.
The first job is to construct all the grills, 10 in total. It is easier to
cut out a rectangular hole for a grill rather than making a grill fit a
hole. The method of construction was to cut each individual
horizontal slat glue it on two vertical slats at each end spacing
each one by using brass tube between each slat to obtain the
correct spacing and ensure all the slats were parallel with each
other...

This picture shows the largest of the grills with the centre support and the outer frame.

Each grill was painted before fitting to the body.

The main body consists of the floor and two sides supported by 5 formers which hold the

side’s floor and roof together.

T
he side cab windows and doors were cut out as per drawing. | always cut out the doors
and access panels rather than cut out the door windows. This is some the door/panel
frame can be clearly defined.
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The floor has two circular holes cut in them to fit the plastic washer which holds the motor
frames in place. Holes were also
cut out for the two smoke units.
The smoke units have two brass
tubes fitted to two brass troughs
to allow filling of the smoke units
without having to remove the
roof. The loco has 5 motors and
with two smoke units pulls over 5
amps. On reflection | think | will
have to remove one smoke unit
and link the two tubes together.
The wiring is fitted to isolate the
motors and/or the smoke units. It
quite good fun to have the motors
isolated and the smoke units on

full, the real "Metrovic’s" were known for belching thick plumes of diesel smoke.

The two cab ends being identical were constructed separate sections using the cab floor to

give the end shape and the cab interior to hold the ends to the floor. The two photos show
the cab with interior details and then all the parts fitted. The thick bar above the windows
gives support to end panel and the roof. The cab windows were fitted and coated with
Humbrol Maskol prior to painting the interior.
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The cab sections were attached to the
body sides and floor. The cab body
protrudes beyond the main floor where
the front skirt is fitted. The two bogies
are fitted to the body floor using two
bolts on a swivelling plastic washer.
The roof formers were constructed to
allow the fitting of curved pieces of
plastic on a ledge each side of the
former. This could not be done over the
cab as the roof not only was curved but
sloped down. The roof above the cab
was formed using 5mm wide strips
placed next to each other between the
end former and the cab front. Gaps
between the strips were filled with filler.
The front edge was rounded taking
equal amounts of the strips and the
cab front.

The cab windows were covered in
“Maskol” and the roof masked before
the body was painted with an Airfix
acrylic light green paint as an
undercoat. The window rubber was
painted mat back. The top coat was
Halfords Brook land’s Green car paint
and grey primer for the roof applied
after masking the body. Areas were
touched up where the masking had
failed.

Various panels and other small
detailing parts were added most being
painted before application.

The buffers were made from teddy-
bear arm joints. These are sprung
loaded. The steam pipes are made
from a mixture of plastic rod, electrical
cable and fuse wire.

The hand rails and windscreen wipers
were made from brass wire.

took the model to G Rail in Nottingham
and was pleased to be awarded first
prize in the motive power class.

Tim Parkinson. December 2008
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ARTICLE 5

THE GGR PART 1

Garden Railway Article — ‘The GGR Part 1’

I’'m just pondering who | should blame most for my present predicament. Is it a certain MC
who introduced me to the Keighley Model Railway Club, or MH for pointing me in the
direction of an LGB system for sale? Probably it is all the members of the Dales G-Scale
group for their warm welcome and ongoing enthusiasm and support. Thanks.

I must, | suppose, take some of the blame on myself for enjoying new challenges and
adventures, and having the time to pursue them. Whoever is to blame I'm hooked and
progressing at what seems like breakneck speed. The Gledhill Garden Railway is now an
on-going project, but how did it all begin?

A trip to York two years ago, a visit to the Railway Museum with my brother-in-law and his
purchase of a Hornby magazine (the first issue as | recall) were all instrumental in re-
kindling my interest in model railways. In my youth | had dabbled with Triang TT Gauge,
and have always had an interest in railways, so it was not surprising that | ended up in
Arcadia at Shaw and purchased my first Hornby ‘Digital Starter Set’. That was April 2007.

The ‘00’ layout progressed with further equipment and track and when our son left home
for his own house | ‘bagged’ a spare room in the house for my own! This layout is ‘ongoing’
and is currently computer-controlled and automated. The engines all have sound chips
fitted and | have learnt sufficient electronics to solder up basic kits from MERG (Model
Electronics Railway Group — see www.merg.co.uk) to make point and signal decoders,
servo driver boards lighting for engines and coaches.

The ‘indoor’ 00 gauge railway with scenery and smoke.

At first I had no intention of delving into garden railways, G scale or otherwise, but as the
weeks at the Keighley Club passed by | enjoyed the welcome extended by the G-Scale
group so much that when the opportunity arose to purchase a complete system second-
hand, | jumped at the chance and arrived home with a boot full of LGB Digital equipment,
locos, rolling stock and track.

At first this was laid on the patio, but the limitations soon became apparent as at my very
first ‘informal’ meet we had a ‘live steam and expensive coaches’
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Track on the Patio — a figure of 8 and sidings and the ‘crash’! Crash and derailment!
Luckily no permanent damage but it was obvious that the ‘permanent way’ needed to be
just that bit more permanent.

We all know how tricky it is to deal with ‘authority’ and planning permission is no different.
Preparation and timing are everything. A prolonged process of gifts, meals out, emptying
the dishwasher and occasional vacuuming eventually led to a green light to develop what
was at the time our vegetable patch (along with a very colourful show of annual flowers in
a circle which | used for bonfires in winter). Thank you Elaine!

Making a start — clearing the plants and laying the rail from the ‘engine shed'.

The engine shed with track outside and inside.

The garden hut was to be the ‘nerve centre’ of the garden railway and the very first jobs
were to raise it onto tanalised bearers to prevent long-term rot, and to build decking out
from it as a viewing and ‘operations’ area.
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The engine shed was then equipped with a 2ft by 8ft shelf about 18 inches off the floor
(never could think in metric) and a three-way point and tracks. This formed the basis of a
storage area for a few short trains and engines and, after cutting a suitably sized hole in
the front of the shed for the trains to escape, a slope was built out of decking down to the
ground.

At this stage | had been privileged enough to have been invited to both Dave’s and Phil’s
railways and had begun to formulate some ideas for my own. Although digital, it had to be
capable of running analogue and some isolated passing loops/sidings would be useful for
these. | liked the idea of several continuous circuits, and also of the figure of 8 which
involves gradients and tunnels but could possibly look more interesting. A fishpond and
perhaps a waterfall or two were also considered.

The planning began on scraps of paper, but eventually they were transferred to the
program | use to operate the indoor layout. As they developed they became more complex.
I made the decision that it would be ‘manual’ control since a fully computerised system
would not easily allow visitors to bring their controllers and run their trains. The computer
could have been used as a sort of ‘electronic signalbox’ but I've gone for the traditional
control panel with switches and push buttons. That way, | think, on open days or with
relatives, we can have a signalman/woman and several drivers. It should be fun to operate
yet allow four trains to go round continuous circuits whilst the serious business of talking
and drinking tea(!) gets underway. Also I'm hoping that the signalling panel will be easily
understood and operated by those not familiar with the railway.

The first two baseboards | built for the indoor railway are now causing some ‘poor running’
and it was therefore decided to build a firm foundation for the garden railway. This required
much more work, with breeze block and/or concrete trackbed, but hopefully will provide
good service for years to come.

Marking out with planks and sand. Laying the first trackbed.
After clearing the ground and levelling, track was laid and its position marked by scratching

the ground. On removing the track sand was placed over the scratch marks and the plan
took full-size shape!
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One outer circuit (green) will be minimum radius 3 for those large locos, the figure 8 (red)
is radius 2 minimum and the two small ‘lake loops’ (black & yellow) are radius 1. The
design uses passing loops rather than sidings, and has gradients of about 1 in 35. The
track back to the engine shed (left side above) is a reverse loop and will require a reverse
loop module to avoid shorting. Points, signals and uncouplers are to be controlled from the
signalling panel and use servos. Two ‘driving points’ will be placed on posts in the hedge
along the layout to allow controllers to be plugged in away from the decking area. These
are also planned to have small panels operating the relevant uncouplers so that drivers
may uncouple and change engines etc., without needing the services of the signal person.
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Progress was good, aided by a decent period of weather and a concrete mixer. |
purchased a laser level which has been invaluable in checking the levels of both track and
ponds.

Outer track formwork ready for concrete. Station and tunnels take shape.

Using laser level to ensure track and pond don’'t meet! The long tunnel

General view with rocks in front of the slope. Tunnel now covered.

The big rock by the tunnel mouth is the one that did for my knees! The roof of the tunnel is
formed from three ridge tiles. The plank shows where the track slopes down from the
engine shed, the lower paving where the figure of 8 climbs to go over itself.

Work continued on the trackbed, some in concrete, some with breeze blocks. Planks were
used to represent the bridges, and further infill and boulders were used to complete the
upper pond. The ‘mountain station’ will be on the breeze blocks at the far side of the upper
pond with two three-way points at each end.
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The two central tunnels. The pond digging has just begun in earnest!

Testing track fits around upper pond. Pond infill and plank bridges in place.

Testing the waterfall feature. The upper pond now has mountain and rocks.
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Pond dug and edged ready for liner. Experimental scale wall from slate chips.

Filling the large pond. Both ponds full and frozen. Work stops until the thaw!

Test laying the track to find out how much more was needed! (A lot!)

As | write we're feeling the big freeze and all work outside has stopped. Suitable pond
edging blocks have been sourced from the builders merchants and as soon as the weather
permits the next outside job is to complete the edging of the ponds and make the waterfalls
look more realistic.

The point motors (driven by servos) have been completed, as has the signalling (colour
light signals where they can be pointing in the direction of the engine shed/signal box and
semaphore signals where they face the other way). Testing these outside went well until |
tried to operate them when they were frozen. That cost two servos and a servo driver
board. This will have to be a ‘warm weather’ only railway!

I've very much enjoyed the work so far and am looking forward to laying the first sections
of track and getting ‘operational’.

Bob Gledhill
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EVENT 2009

Event / Location.

Date

Yorkshire Dales G Scale Group
AGM

The Club Rooms

Keighley Business Centre,

Knowle Mills South Street

Keighley BD21 1SY

Saturday 17" January 2009.
open 1pm AGM 1-30pm
and after a running session
Come along and join in.

The group holds winter running sessions, indoors on the third Saturday of each month
throughout the winter and early spring months at the Keighley Club Room. Come along

and join in

Rod Metcalfe
Indoor Open Day

NEW VENUE

Sunday February 8"
01729 850810

KMRC Exhibition
Victoria Hall Keighley

March 14" & 15™

Narrow Gauge North Leeds

March 14" & 15™

G-Rail Nottingham

Saturday April 25"

NEW VENUE
Bob Gledhill Sunday May 10"
Open Day 01422 354050

KMRC Open Day

Sunday May 17"

Knowle Green
Show Day

Date to be announced (May)
01772 783839

KMRC Open Day

June 7"

Alan Garner Sat & Sun 6™ 7" June
Open Day 01388 605969

Phil Inman Sunday 28" June
Open Day 01274 560551

David Newsham
Open Day

Sunday 19" July
01535 605662

Tim Parkinson
Open Day

September ??
01535 656188

Elsecar Show

Sat & Sun 26" 27" September

KMRC 7mm Show

Sunday 11" October
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