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Issue 9 .  01/12/2008 
 
 
Dear member 
 
Welcome to the ninth issue of Traffic, the newsletter devoted to information regarding 
Yorkshire Dales G Scale Group. You will be able to read some interesting articles from our 
current members, find out about the forth coming events. If you require any further 
information please contact any of the members below: 

 
Chairman  M Humphris 
Treasurer  M Cadamarteri 
Minutes (MTS)   R Metcalfe 
Publicity    P Inman 
Technical (non MTS)  T Parkinson 
Artistic Design   J Jennings  
Show Coordinator David Newsham 
 
Visit the site. www.ydgs.co.uk (updates have been added including new photographs and 
the newsletters) 
 
We would also like to welcome our new members as the group continues to grow from 
strength to strength each month. 
 
Feel free to send articles that you would like including in the Newsletter, it is what you make 
it so get those computers fired up and send me what you can (nicely formatted please). 
 
As this is the Christmas issue it is short due to the lack of activity and articles. Let’s make 
next year’s issue a full one just like our bellies will be over the Christmas period!!! Happy 
holidays everyone and a prosperous New Year  
  
Philip Inman. 
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TREASURERS REPORT 
 

The end of another year. On behalf of all the committee I hope you have a Merry 
Christmas and we wish you a happy New Year. 
 
We remain solvent and the annual subscription to our group remains at £12.50. The 
subscription pays for our insurance, printing and postage of our group newsletter. Any 
surplus from the subscriptions is used towards the layout costs. The bulk of the costs of 
the layout have been paid for by donations. Historically these donations have largely been 
provided by the seven local members but our other members do contribute as well. We 
remain reliant on donations to finance the continued development of the layout but we also 
are reliant on the time and talents of our group to carry out the work. 
 
You may or may not be aware that approximately 50% of the track on the layout has been 
on long term loan from a group member. During 2009 it is hoped to purchase sufficient 
replacement so that the whole of the layout will belong to the group. This will cost in the 
region of £300.00. There are insufficient funds to pay for this at present so we will continue 
to raise funds by attendance at exhibitions and donations. 
 
Within the Keighley club there has been an issue regarding the cost of insurance cover, 
particularly at exhibitions. With this in mind may I state that our group insurance covers just 
our layout whilst in the clubroom or whilst in transit. The policy DOES NOT cover any locos 
or rolling stock etc owned by individual members. 
 
The Keighley clubroom remains viable but only due to the receipts from open weekends. 
We ask that besides joining our group you consider membership of Keighley Model 
Railway Club. There are three classes of membership: 
 
Full membership  £100.00 
Over 65’s or unwaged £55.00 
Country membership  £30.00 
 
Country membership is intended as an alternative to full membership where you are 
unable to attend on a frequent basis. 
 
As our group AGM is to be held on the 17th the third Saturday in January I will obviously 
prepare a financial report for the meeting. 
 
If you are going to be unable to attend the AGM and would like to renew your membership 
to the group please send your cheque for £12.50, made payable to: 
Yorkshire Dales G Scale Group to my home address 
 257 Fell Lane, Keighley BD22 6DE 
 
I look forward to seeing you soon.     
      
Mike Cadamarteri  
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ARTICLE 1 
 

ELSECAR 
 
I had to take a break in Skipton this year later than I wanted to owing to a late night phone call 
from who as Rumpole says she who must be obeyed. I agreed and I received a further late night 
call from a member in Keighley crying into his beer begging me to use my influence to get Mike to 
Elsecar on the Saturday the same day as his birthday party.  
 
Elsecar, Mike and I set off to go there I have never been and was quite surprised that it was so 
near Sheffield. On arriving Mike started to go round the exhibition but I thought I would look 
around the site as I had spotted a 0-6-0 tank loco Maredy Monster. I had seen it at Foxfield 2 
years ago did one trip that I managed to get a seat on it but then it failed; I was quite surprised to 
see it at Elsecar as I thought it was based in Wales. I then looked round the rest of the site and I 
was quite impressed. 
 
I then started to go round the garden railway show I had not gone 30 paces a cup of tea was 
thrust into my hand, sign this strange ? very strange . I did as I was told then offered him some 
money quick as a flash his hand moved  and the money disappeared into his bag which I am 
sure had  had teeth , it certainly burped when it had swallowed the money , thanks he said and 
vanished and I realised I had signed a club form I was impressed with the high standard and 
what they were selling  I wish I could have come up on the lottery quite a lot I was most 
impressed with the Welsh layout also the very high standard of the loco, rolling stock, station 
buildings ect. I enjoyed my visit to Elsecar very much indeed. 
 
I also very much enjoyed Mike’s birthday party and must pay tribute to all who laboured to make it 
to me anyway such a success. I found the food, service excellent I really enjoyed and my 
personal thanks for making it so enjoyable    

 
Yours  
Bill Thornber. 
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ARTICLE 2 �
 

MY STATION AT WHEATHEAD 
 
26th April 2008 saw a good turn out from the Keighley club at the G Rail show Nottingham. 
I was in search of a station for the garden; with a good selection of dealers there I thought 
there wouldn’t be a problem. 
 
The station I wanted had to fit between two tracks. All the stations on show were either too 
large or too small and they didn’t fit the design I had in mind. However, on the modelling 
competition table along with Tim's engines, there was a station made by Ian Sharples 
(which won 1st prize class 3 scenic items). 
 
That's the station for me! Before the show finished I had a chat with lan. He was very 
helpful and explained in the next G Rail journal he was writing an article on how he built it. 
The summer addition arrived and there was the article, the design was too large to fit 
between the two tracks but the way he had made it was great. 
 
The material I use is 2mm plastic sandwiched between two layers of aluminium which 
makes a total thickness of 3mm. The material is waterproof and strong, 
 

 
 
not like the mdf board Ian used. I'd been down to Ingrow station at Keighley and taken 
some photos and noticed that  the windows have semi circular tops to them. September at 
the Elsecar exhibition on the Bay Models stand were packets of plastic window frames. 
Guess what, some had rounded tops, how's that for luck. 
 
The sheet material was cut and tacked together until everything fit and I was happy. I then 
drilled random holes about a 3mm diameter all over the outside panels. These holes are to 
key the car body filler to the aluminium. I wanted about 3mm layer of car body filler all over 
the outside faces. So, like a builder lays down wooden planks to lay concrete, I cut some 
narrow strips of the material and fastened them round the edge of the panel to be applied 
with the filler. I was told to mix the filler the size of a walnut with hardener the size of a pea. 
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Apply the mix to the panel and with a straight edge tool, strickle the mix out using the 
narrow strips to get the 3mm thickness, smelly but easy. After about 30 minutes the filler is 
hard enough to smooth down with a surform type tool. Remove the narrow strips; make 
another new mix using the straight edge on the now finished laid centre section fill in the 
edges were the narrow strips sat. 
 

 
 
Having finished all the outside edges with filler, the stonework was marked out in pencil. 
Cement lines were then cut in with a dremal type tool, dusty.  
 
The roofs have been fitted and will be covered with strips of roofing felt, the roof sections 
are removable. The doors and windows have been fitted. 
 

 
 
My station by: David Newsham 
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ARTICLE 3 �
 

REPORT FROM BILL THORNBER OF BIRMINGHAM 
 
I have been informed by our beloved chairman, that he and some others of the G scale 
group visited the York Railway Museum, to view the new locomotive Tornado. I do not wish 
to blow my own trumpet, but I think, nay, I am sure I can beat that, I mean no offence, but I 
heard from my sources that I should visit Darlington. 
 
As the first public showing of Tornado would be in Darlington, so I do not want to boast but 
I rising at 3am I left Birmingham to visit Darlington, saw the locomotive, had something to 
eat, and returned home for 1.20am. Not bad going for a 73 year old man, with a sore foot 
to boot, no pun meant, The car I went in was 19 years old, we did it in one day!  But I do 
not remember much about the next two days!  (Anyone able to beat that viewing by Bill if 
so please sent in report to newsletter?). 
 
Now to Loughborough, and a very fine morning, as usual for a retired Postman I was up 
early and in Loughborough for 7.45 am, and with a lot of other people, I had to wait until 
they opened the doors at eight. I went on Saturday the 11 of October, and joined the 
crowds, there to view this fine locomotive,  I was most impressed with Tornado’s  
performance, and could feel the strength of the locomotive, I was very much impressed,  
However I wished they could have opened the regulator up a bit more, to see what she is 
really capable of.  I quite liked the grey finish, later I managed a ride on another 
locomotive, before leaving Loughborough at 4pm.  
 
I did hear of another Yorkshire group member visiting Loughborough and believe he made 
it onto the footplate, and took some pictures, I would be pleased if they are available, to 
perhaps see some of them along side this article. I did not think to take a camera with me. 
Departing Loughborough for Leicester, on arrival at Leicester, all the trains to Birmingham 
had been cancelled! So I had to take a train to Derby and from Derby to Birmingham, 
“typical”, still I arrived home at the same time as if I had done the journey on the normal 
route!  
 
Just a last bit, for those of you who do not know, I would like to welcome Mike Humphris to 
the senior citizens club, and on gaining his Senior Citizens rail card and his bus pass, 
(don’t forget the free prescriptions also Bill, Mike). Bill finishes his letter, by asking when 
will I ride the national express bus; perhaps on the route to Birmingham, for he wants to be 
the DRIVER. 
 
Report from Bill Thornber , “typist; Mike Humphris ” 
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ARTICLE 4 �
 

SPRING HEAD STATION 
 

More time has passed on the Spring Head Station (and everywhere else) and as always, 
many additions and changes have been made to the layout. One, of which was the track 
plan – something that I change occasionally once new additions have been purchased to 
accommodate them. And for a change! The layout is currently in my new bedroom and 
uses the bed as a tunnel. For interested readers, this is my current layout: 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The red Hexagon is my working  chimney, it is the metal inside of a small coil of wire, 
coated in underlay from some laminate flooring with bricks neatly drawn on. There is some 
3mm mesh on the top to stop the locally released birds nesting inside. Finished off with a 
steady LGB smoke unit inside.  
 
Zack Walbank. 
 

Spring 
Head 
Station 

Main Goods 
Yard 
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ARTICLE 5 �
 

TO ALL MEMBERS FROM BILL 
 
Just in case you thought I had written my last article, sorry and all that... here's another 
one. For when one is offered a gold edged invitation card to visit the Bat Cave, (Mikes 
garage) you dare not refuse. 
 
So as I was in Yorkshire I entrusted myself and my trusty bus pass, to Pennine Motors, 
and duly arrived at  Carleton, in fear and trepidation, at Mike's doorstep I allowed myself to 
enter said house, and on into the Bat Cave; now a new locomotive was to be seen, I will 
describe this unusual loco in a moment. It must be said that I have a broad taste in 
locomotives, almost a different view to many people; but this active model, was Grey with 
white wheels, and a most impressive display of grid irons,, a very pedantic and penetrating 
whistle, it was of a 0-4-0 wheel arrangement. I personally think it is a little large for G scale, 
and the rear coupling is gigantic. Green headlights stand proud, this locomotive does have 
a tendency to wander and to shoot of at a tangent, it prefers milk to water. However I must 
say Mike and I are very pleased with it, and with a little work and tender loving care, it 
should me a credit to the G scale society. Be seeing you soon as I hope to once again visit 
Skipton, and the Keighley club rooms, I have become quite familiar with Ribblehead also. 
Bill Thornber. 
 
Note from Mike group chairman; Bill is doing a very good job for imitating Alistair Cook, but 
in this case the letters come from Birmingham not New York. Please if there are any letter 
writers out there, I am sure our dear Editor would be I sure pleased to receive letters on G 
scale and related activities, for inclusion in the letters section, It would be pleasing to see 
more letters which keep the far spaced membership up to date on happenings in our 
district, over to you.  
 
Report from Bill Thornber , “typist; Mike Humphris ” 
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ARTICLE 6 �
 

YDGS OPEN DAY 
 
'22nd November at 1.00pm, be there or be square'; that was the invitation. There', was the 
clubrooms of the Keighley MRC and by 1.00pm, a motley crew of members and their 
guests had braved the fine weather to talk and run trains. The Club's tea fountain had been 
switched on, so adequate supplies were available to satisfy the amassed throngs. 
 
Locos and stock came mainly from the pages of the LGB catalogue with the notable 
exception of Tim, who beat Victors' and brought along his scratchbuilt model of the IOM 
diesel. This was a very nice model, made mainly of plastic with some metal detail parts, 
although not finished and at the moment a non-runner, it looked good in front of its Manx 
rolling stock. Our neighbor from the 'N scale section' brought along a USR mallet. This 
huge beast, like some of John's locos, was unable to negotiate the curves on the club 
layout so a makeshift end to end was set up on several tables. Even on this temporary set 
it was fascinating to watch two sets of motion operating in tandem. Mike Humphries 
brought along a very clean example of a D & SPRR mogul with coaches, caboose and 
Drovers caboose. How do you keep them so clean Mike, Cillit Bang or Mr. Muscle? David 
as usual was accompanied by Heidi, a very neat Swiss mogul tank. This loco really is 
crying out for some matching rolling stock! Perhaps a trip to Arcadia is called for? 
(remember we have to spend our way out of recession). 
 
Among the guests' locos was an early LGB model of the Euro-vapeur U series. It looked 
good in its lined green livery and if we pester Marklin, maybe they will reintroduce it. Peter 
from the North East brought along several models; one of which was a self-propelled crane 
wagon known in Germany as a 'Baustellinfahrzeug mit Bagger'. This model was a nice 
piece of kit bashing, although its long rigid wheel base was rather unhappy on radius one 
points: still, it may give inspiration to the more adventurous. Rod seemed to be the 
happiest person there as everyone seemed to follow his protocols and running directions. 
Hans was his usual ebullient self, telling tales of EBay and bargains found, deals done and 
life on the edge of G scale modeling. Young Zack brought his Piko DHL Taurus: will Santa 
bring him some rolling stock, or is Lapland wreathed in recession as deep as the snow? 
 
Still, a good day was had by all and I am sure this event will be repeated in the future. 
Finally, heartfelt thanks to all who contributed and made for an entertaining afternoon. 
LONG MAY YOU RUN! 
David M 
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