"Yorkshire Dales
G Scale Group

Issue 8. 01/07/2008

Dear member

Welcome to the eight issue of Traffic, the newsletter devoted to information regarding
Yorkshire Dales G Scale Group. You will be able to read some interesting articles from our
current members, find out about the forth coming events. If you require any further
information please contact any of the members below:

Chairman M Humphris
Treasurer M Cadamarteri
Minutes (MTS) R Metcalfe
Publicity P Inman
Technical (non MTS) T Parkinson
Artistic Design J Jennings

Visit the site. www.ydgs.co.uk (updates have been added including new photographs and
the newsletters)

We would also like to welcome our new members as the group continues to grow from
strength to strength each month.

Feel free to send articles that you would like including in the Newsletter, it is what you make
it so get those computers fired up and send me what you can (nicely formatted please).

Philip Inman.
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ARTICLE 1

IN A BED WITH ROYALTY

In November 2007 | made a return visit to the small Primary School in Lesotho that my wife Jean
and | have been involved with since 1999. | was accompanied on this visit with a good friend Paul
Jefferson. Paul had been involved and worked in Lesotho for 12 years and had built up many
contacts over this time.

Our stay at the school lasted for ten days and at the end of a very busy and stressful few days
Paul had arranged to end our ‘holiday’ at a friend’s game farm that was in the process of being
developed. The farm was just over the border in South Africa outside of Ladybrand. He had
mentioned that part of the accommodation was in two railway carriages that had been renovated
by the owner, Terry and his wife Angela. Needless to say | was looking forward to a bit of
relaxation and winding down before leaving for home.

On arriving at the farm | saw two Pullman type coaches, end to end, in chocolate and cream
livery, an amazing sight in the middle of Africa and far from the nearest railhead. The history of
the coaches was quite remarkable as both had been used on the Royal Visit to Basutoland (now
Lesotho) in 1947 by the then King George V1 and the Queen Elizabeth 1% and the Princess’s
Elizabeth and Margaret. The coaches had been part of the Royal Train made up of six coaches
and at that time in white livery.

| was shown to the end portion of one of the coaches and on walking down the corridor was
pleasantly surprised to see that all the original fixtures and fittings had been retained along with
the mahogany woodwork. It was really very tastefully done. On reaching my allocated bedroom |
found a spacious room with double bed above which hung a picture of the late Princess
Margaret.
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A bathroom with shower was available and adequate storage for clothes and other personal
items. The view from the bedroom windows looked out over the game park where zebra and
antelope were grazing and meerkat's sitting upright on their mounds watching for danger.
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In conversation with Terry, the owner, | found that the two coaches had stood abandoned in a
siding in Ladybrand Station for many years where they had fallen into disrepair. A mammoth
recovery task by Terry to bring the coaches to their present location involved a crane and low
loaders and a lot of brute strength. It had been necessary to remove the bogies before
attempting to lift the bodies and these were taken separately to the farm where concrete plinths
had been formed for them to sit on. Once re-assembled in their new position then came the job of
renovation. A local craftsman was given the job of stripping out the interiors and renewing all the
timbers and mahogany facings but retaining as much of the original as possible. The results were
very impressive. Two very comfortable and pleasant sleeping coaches re —created with
reminders of an age when rail travel was a very luxurious and a comfortable means of
transportation.
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A very pleasant setting for the coaches with Lesotho in the background between the two
mountains.

Alan Gardner
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ARTICLE 2

A DAY AT KNOWLE GREEN VILLAGE HALL

Knowle Green is a small village, set between Clitheroe and Longridge, this is an attractive
quiet area of secondary roads passing though many small villages and hamlets. The hall at
Knowle Green has been modernized, and has commanding views across a vast valley
reaching down towards Preston and the Fylde Coast.

In this lovely setting, Alan Davies, a long term member of the Yorkshire Dales Group has in
recent years, put together an annual model railway show, with a heavy bias towards G
scale, each year several members of the Lancashire and Yorkshire G Scale groups turn up
with a multitude of stock to run and play on G scale track supplied by Alan.

This year was no exception, a large double circuit of track some 30 ft by 6 ft was in place,
to which we added several sidings. Hans Riley one of our newer members supplied the
MTS control system, and the day began. A bright sunny day in a pleasant airy village hall,
with good company, many of Alan’s contacts from Lancashire provided display stands, and
Andrew Jolly brought along a pre built layout. Also Sandra Cullen brought a large Play
Mobil layout placed on appropriate play mats for the many children who visited to play
with. Soon the hall was a hive of activity , especially after Alan provided Bacon Butty’s for
the workers,, what a day, catering was supplied by Jean Procter from the village, well
done | managed two lots of Potato Pie and Peas.

John Jennings brought along a very small operating layout in Gn15 scale which raised
many a smile with its unusual style. Hans kept us all entertained with displays of Loco’s in
full sound, the children as well as adults were fascinated by the sound effects, one young
lad regularly slipped in to press the diesel horn button on the MTS hand set; and the
laughing wagon had many a small person smiling as well as several adults. A fine boxed
display of Play Mobil was also on display from one of our members, this event which
unfortunately was on the same day as the open day at our Keighley club rooms, was
however a great success. Some members even managed to attend both events. Well
done. The local village hall raised £200 pounds for their funds after their expenses; and so
a fine event passed all too quickly by. Thank you Alan, for organizing this event.

Mike Humphris.

YDGS_Group Newsletter. Issue 7 2008



Event / Location Date / Time / Notes

Yorkshire Dales G Scale Group Saturday 19th January 2008
1pm
AGM
The New Club Rooms. Come along and Play

Keighley Business Centre,
Knowle Mills South Street
Keighley BD21 1SY

Knowle Green Sunday 18th May 2008
Show Day
01772 783839

Alan Garner Sunday 1% June 2008.
Open Day
01388 605969

Phil Inman Sunday 22nd June 2008.
Open Day
01274 560551

David Newsham Sunday 20th July 2008
Open Day
01535 605662

Tim Parkinson Sunday 21st September 2008.
Open Day
01535 656188

Elsecar Show Saturday 27th September 2008.
Sunday 28th September 2008

Hopefully more to come
Ring Member for start times.
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ARTICLE 3

Zig — Zag

The new Zig — Zag section of the layout is finally complete. The layout can join onto the
main layout or can stand independently either on short or tall legs. Children/operators
safely control the layout thanks to the clever protection on the ends. For those who don't
know, the new section is a steady inclining Zig — Zag here is a simple diagram.

Mill

When the operator stops the engine at the top with the truck under the mill, a conveyor belt
drops sweets into the truck and then the operator will bring it back down, when completed
successfully, the truck is emptied into a bag and that is the operator’s reward.
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The layout has already exhibited at many shows including: Victoria hall (Keighley), Narrow
Gage North (Leeds), Bradford, and some exhibitions in the clubroom. At each of these
events, a tally has been kept to show how many users there have been. According to the
results, the Zig — Zag has been a huge success.

A lot of comments have been made on how different and interactive it is. Adults like to
watch at an exhibition, and children want to play, with both layouts together, everyone is a
winner!

NOTE: if planning on bringing something to run on the Zig — Zag, there is a 2ft restriction.

Zack Walbank.
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All material is copyright of YDGS and must not be u  sed without express permission
from the company — please direct any requests to: p  ji9004@talktalk.net
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