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Issue 7 .  04/01/2008 
 
 
Dear member 
 
Welcome to the seventh issue of Traffic, the newsletter devoted to information regarding 
Yorkshire Dales G Scale Group. You will be able to read some interesting articles from our 
current members, find out about the forth coming events. If you require any further 
information please contact any of the members below: 

 
Chairman  M Humphris 
Treasurer  M Cadamarteri 
Minutes (MTS)   R Metcalfe 
Publicity    P Inman 
Technical (non MTS)  T Parkinson 
Artistic Design   J Jennings  
 
Visit the site. www.ydgs.co.uk 
 
Please do not forget to attend the AGM on the 19th January at 1pm, the club rooms 
Keighley. This is set to be a fantastic event so the more people who attend the better. 
 
Feel free to send articles that you would like including in the Newsletter, it is what you make 
it so get those computers fired up and send me what you can (nicely formatted please). 
  
Philip Inman. 

 

 



 

YDGS_Group Newsletter. Issue 7 2008 

 
 



 

YDGS_Group Newsletter. Issue 7 2008 

TREASURER’S REPORT 2007 
 
The end of another year and the start of a New Year. 
 
On behalf of all the committee I hope you had a Merry Christmas and we wish you a happy 
New Year. 
 
I apologise for there being no entries in the last two G Scale Journals, I have been doing 
some improvements at home the computer has been packed away and I haven’t been able 
to access it. For this composition I am using my wife’s school computer whilst it is at home 
for the Christmas holiday. 
 
When we first got together and formed our group we were a bunch of strangers now four 
years on we are a group of friends. We have a permanent layout, which has continued to 
grow and now needs to be developed. The Keighley clubroom is probably larger and better 
equipped than any other. 
 
We remain solvent and the annual subscription to our group remains at £12.50. The 
subscription pays for our insurance, just increased from £55 to £63 and the printing and 
postage of our group newsletter. Any surplus from the subscriptions is used towards the 
layout costs. The bulk of the costs of the layout have been paid for by donations. These 
donations have largely been provided by the seven local members but our other members 
do contribute as well. We remain reliant on donations to finance the continued 
development but we also are reliant on the time and talents of our group to carry out the 
work. 
 
Within the Keighley club there has recently been an issue regarding the cost of insurance 
cover, particularly at exhibitions. With this in mind may I state that our group insurance 
covers just our layout whilst in the clubroom or whilst in transit. The policy DOES NOT 
cover any locos or rolling stock etc owned by individual members. 
 
I was talking to the Keighley club treasurer at the Christmas open day and something he 
said reminded me, I had forgotten, that as an alternative to full annual membership of the 
KMRC there is country membership of £30.00 available to less frequent visitors. If you are 
a regular attendee at open days etc you may wish to consider this as an alternative to door 
admission charges. 
 
As our group AGM is to be held on the 19th the third Saturday in January I will obviously 
prepare a financial report for the meeting. However, I am very pleased to say that up to 
today, 31 December, I have already received eleven subscriptions for the new year. 
 
If you are going to be unable to attend the AGM and would like to renew your membership 
to the group please send your cheque for £12.50, made payable to: 
Yorkshire Dales G Scale Group to my home address 257 Fell Lane, Keighley BD22 6DE 
 
I look forward to seeing you soon.          
Mike Cadamarteri
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ARTICLE 1  
 

WHEATHEAD GARDEN RAILWAY. 
 
It all started Nov 03 on a visit to York, we came upon Monk Bar Model Shop who in their 
window had a four foot circle of track with a Stainz loco running round. With two grandchildren 
at that time, in we went and came out with a freight starter set plus a passenger coach. About 
the middle of 05 we added a cross over and more track to make a figure of eight, then to add 
realism buildings were suggested. This is how I met up with the G scale societies Yorkshire 
Dales Group at the Victoria Hall Keighley Model Railway exhibition and met Phil, who very 
kindly sent me addresses of kit suppliers. A few weeks later I started visiting the old Keighley 
club room on Tuesday nights it was on one of these evening I was invited by Mick C to  
visit Arcadia Models at Shaw along with Phil. 
 
The visit came about and on the return journey Phil asked if we had time to see his layout. This 
turned out to be a life changing experience for me. A few weeks later Phil had an open day and 
Jennifer was also invited, neither of us had ever seen anything like it before. We were both 
thrilled and what about our garden?  
 
Some weeks later Tim had an open day and Mick drove us there. The visit lasted longer than 
anticipated, Jennifer had a prior engagement. Richard our son was called to ferry his mum 
home. He saw Tims layout and like us, was impressed. On the way home he said to her, if you 
intend building a garden railway, now is the time to do it, not in ten years you will just miss out. 
 
So in January 07 plans were drawn and submitted to club members for input and a site visit 
organised, after a few alterations like the small matter of moving the garden footpath over about 
six feet the plan was approved. 
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April saw construction begin not by me, but by two lads both built for moving tons of earth, 
building walls and filling in with hardcore, they worked hard, it took just a week, we were lucky 
with the weather.  
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The next job was to remove a flower bed completely, lay flag stones for the shed/ signal box 
and order timber. With the help of a neighbour and a friend the shed was built (not finished) by 
the end of July, holidays interrupted progress until September, the shed was then insulated and 
the inside lined out and painted. 
 

 
We had a dead line to meet on the Sat. 20th Oct. we were leading a ten mile circular walk from 
our house to the big dam and back for the Halifax Rambling Club, so we had to have a fair 
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amount of line down. I managed about eighty five per cent and could run a train. The day was 
sunny about thirty turned up for the walk and on return I ran a train, one dead line met. Sun. the 
21st members from the club arrived to ballast the track, again the weather was fine. Funny the 
afternoon seemed very relaxed,  

 
 
I had four cwt of six mm lime Chipping's at the start, on inspection later three and a half cwt had 
been laid, the whole layout had been raised about one inch, excellent work, many thanks to all 
concerned. The rest of the lines were laid, Phil had brought his track cleaning loco and put the 
finishing touch to complete the layout. 
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Since that date the shed has had a work bench and shelves fitted along with all the required 
electrics. For the future there’s a still lot to do i.e. tunnels, stations, buildings and then there's 
the planting out. 
 
Many thanks again for all the advice and help we have had. 
David Newsham.
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ARTICLE 2 �
 

THE GRAND CANYON RAILROAD 
 
A little history lesson 
 
The Grand Canyon Railway made its first journey to the Grand Canyon from Williams, 
Arizona on September 17th 1901. Originally the railroad was built to transport ore to the 
Wild West from the Anita mines, 45 miles north of Williams in the late 1800s. 
In1897 the Santa Fe and Grand Canyon Railway was formed. 
On February 16th 1919 the Grand Canyon National Park was established by an act of 
Congress. 
In the  1940s diesel locomotives began travelling the Grand Canyon line. 
In 1996 steam locomotive 4960 made the first run on the line after being fully restored. 
The Grand Canyon Railway carries 225,000 passengers per year, which reduces 
automobile traffic to the south rim by 10%. 
 
Notable passengers to ride the Grand Canyon Railway include:- 
Theodore Roosevelt, Dwight D Eisenhower, Clark Gable, Jimmy Durante, Doris Day, Bill 
Gates and Alan and Jean Gardner.  
 
Now the story begins 
 
During my time as a Police Officer in Durham Constabulary I was, for 27 years, attached to 
the Traffic Dept of this force. My duties for twelve of those years was patrolling the A66 
road from Scotch Corner to the boundary of Cumbria at Stainmore. 
I often thought during  that time what it must be like to ride on the original Route 66 in 
America.  
 
So it was in April of 2005 Jean and I found ourselves in the town of Williams, founded in 
1874, having traveled by car on a forty mile stretch of Route 66 south from Kingman, 
Arizona. (Just a little different from the 16miles I used to cover.)                  . 
This brought us near to the Grand Canyon National Park so we were determined to pay it a 
visit. I also found out that a special train ran from Williams right up to the rim of the canyon 
and returned the same day. Needless to say we were booked for the following day.  
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On arrival at the station we were met by banjo and fiddle playing cowboys (actually retired 
LAPD police officers). 
 

  
 
There was also a gunfight re-enactment in which the bad guys got shot by the good guys. 
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Now that it was “safe” we were allowed to board the eight coached train.  This was being 
hauled by a GP-7 diesel  No.6776 built in 1959 by ALCO (American Locomotive 
Company). This loco once belonged to the Canadian National Railway and was purchased 
by the Grand Canyon Railway in the 1990s. 
Through ever changing scenery from high desert, to prairie, to pine forest and at a steady 
15 to 20 miles per hour we eventually arrived at the south rim of the Grand Canyon. An 
unbelievable sight. This vast canyon has been scoured out by the Colorado River, two 
miles below us on the canyon floor. At five million years old and 18miles long surely one of 
the most magnificent of the Seven Wonders of the World. 
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A stroll around the rim of the canyon, remembering not to look down, on very narrow 
walkways watching eagles swoop and glide in the up currents, will stay with us for many 
years to come. All too soon it was time for the return journey to Williams.  
 

 
 
A re-enactment of a Wild West train robbery took place on our way back where the train 
stops to let the robbers on board!! Then they left en route to McDonalds for tea after using 
a fiddle and banjo to “rob” us of a few dollars. 
 
A very special day. 
 
Alan Garner 
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Event / Location  Date / Time / No tes  

Yorkshire Dales G Scale Group  

 
AGM 

 
The New Club Rooms. 
Keighley Business Centre, 
Knowle Mills South Street 
Keighley BD21 1SY 
 

Saturday 19th January 2008  
1pm 
 
 
 
Come along and Play   
 

Narrow Gauge North 
Leeds  
 

Saturday 8th  March 2008.   
Sunday    9  March 2008, 

KMRC Exhibition 
Keighley Leisure Centre 
 

Saturday  15 March 2008. 
Sunday    16 March 2008. 

Bradford Exhibition Saturday  5th April  2008  
Sunday    6th April  2008 
 

G-Rail Day 
Nottingham. 
 

Saturday  26th April 2008 

Roundhouse Open Day 
Doncaster. 
 

Sunday    11 May 2008 

Knowle Green 
Show Day 
01772 783839 
 

Sunday    18 May 2008 

Alan Garner  
Open Day 
01388 605969 
 

Sunday     1st June 2008. 

Phil Inman 
Open Day 
01274 560551 
 

Sunday  22 June 2008. 

Tim Parkinson 
Open Day 
01535 656188 
 

Sunday  21 September 2008. 

Elsecar Show 
 

Saturday 27 September 2008. 
Sunday 28 September 2008 
 

     
Hopefully more to come 
Ring Member for start times. 
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ARTICLE 3  
 

TO ALL MEMBERS. 
 
Firstly I am going to use the famous old BR excuses Owing to Circumstances Beyond my 
Control I had to decline writing this article for you, do I hear loud cheers. 
 
It was just before the festive season I arrived at Leeds station where I was greeted by one 
of our members who wished me Good Morning realised what he had done and turned a 
most interesting shade of green, he also had to stand for me all the way to Skipton. Rest of 
day caught myself up I decided to have a trip to Ribblehead in the evening, 20 minutes late 
the train arrived and what a train 140/015 2 car set, well we set off I was not sure whether I 
was on a train or a camel or a Dakota on the Berlin airlift, and the row it had to be heard to 
be believed, still it arrived back in Skipton only 3 min late. The lady guard got off and said 
she felt sick it was certainly an experience that I would rather have missed. 
  
Tuesday to see you all at the club and pub very enjoyable. I was very pleased to see the 
incline working, I also had brought with me a loco that you do not see very often, as a 
matter of fact I have never see another, I bought it in East Berlin East Germany DDR in 
those days, new handle for razor cutthroat wanted so I went over the border used my D.P. 
got my cutthroat re-handled. Walking around I saw the shop and it had a few model locos  
 In a case by the door very very dusty it cost 11e/g harts, about £5.30 in our money, and I 
used it on my layout quite some time. 
 
But It had not used for years, put on test track at club and it shot off like a dose of salts. I 
am going to get the layout going again in the spring as I have been presented with the 
controller from that famous shop in Skipton by the owner himself Craven Models Thanks 
Mike, but you could have had it gold plated. 
 
On the Wednesday we went over to Cottingley to see Phil’s Garden railway very 
impressive and the tea and scones, so I won’t say anything about the head on collision? 
But was most impressed by his grandson’s (Lucas) driving skills. I think I will have him 
appointed to drive the Japanese Nag/Lev when it goes into service very soon. 
 
I hope you enjoy the article. 
 
Bill Thornber.  (Birmingham)  
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FOR SALE �
 

1. Stainz 0.4.0 tank loco, green, decoder fitted , little running time good condition.  
          £100 

2. Two carriages for above 1 red, 1 blue, @ £25each.  £50 

Ring 01388 605969 0r E.mail alan@agardner49.fsnet.co.uk. 
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David Newsham 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All material is copyright of YDGS and must not be u sed without express permission 
from the company – please direct any requests to: p ji9004@talktalk.net 


