Issue 6. 15/10/2007

"Yorkshire Dales
G Scale Group

Dear member

Welcome to the sixth issue of Traffic, the newsletter devoted to information regarding
Yorkshire Dales G Scale Group. You will be able to read some interesting articles from our
current members, find out about the forth coming events. If you require any further
information please contact any of the members below:

Chairman M Humphris
Treasurer M Cadamarteri
Minutes (MTS) R Metcalfe
Publicity P Inman
Technical (non MTS) T Parkinson
Artistic Design J Jennings

Visit the site. www.ydgs.co.uk

This month | am pleased to announce we have another article from Bill Thornber,
Birmingham. We now have a widely spread membership. Please do consider putting pen
to paper. The newsletter, ‘Traffic’ is at present sent out to around 30 members as well as
the national G Scale magazine editor.

A copy is also is sent out to anyone who expresses an interest in the Yorkshire area group,
it is your opportunity to reach out to potential new G scale members.

Mike Humphris.
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THE FINAL SPIKE

Secrecy surrounded the opening of the Keighley G scale test track. This occurred some
might say at the dead of night, on Saturday 8" September 07. Two persons were seen in
the clubrooms, with cloaks and daggers, or should | say soldering irons and hammers.
Who were they? Can you guess? Mike ably assisted by your special investigator from
Birmingham.

After assistance from the hammer and a final touch from the soldering iron, the first train
was placed upon the track and power supplied. Complete failure, no movement was seen,
after much scratching of heads had occurred and some time had elapsed, and the grey
matter was stretched, yours truly found his feet and blistered them looking to find a
controller that worked. Success was the sum of our efforts and the first test train ran.
Photographs available to prove it, grateful thanks to Callum for helping with the
photographs.

Now the test track is available for all you members who might find the sixteen-foot
circumference of this circle useful. If you do find you can use such a large circuit, do check
out the controller, you may need to bring along a more powerful supply than the small LGB
unit in place. The test track is laid with Peco track, at ten pounds a metre, some of which
has been covered by donations from within the Keighley club and also three G scale
members. If you can assist with the cost of purchase of this track please see Mike
Humphris. Do remember the clubrooms are open (most) Saturday afternoons 1.00 pm to
5.00 pm. Hope to see you there.

MIKE....
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ARTICLE 1

TO MIKE AND MEMBERS OF THE G SCALE GROUP IN
THE YORKSHIRE DALES.

I, your cowardly special investigator have discovered a plot, and | have pictures to prove it,
that the local G scale branch in Skipton is planning to make the village of Carleton in
Craven, the G scale capital of North Yorkshire. If | could find my false teeth | would
address all of you in person. As for the moment | cannot. | will address you by letter, and
pictures if the old computer would undertake the task, who said Thank Heavens its just in
writing!

The first picture shows the chairman and his unworthy assistants printing so they say
cucumber sandwiches, nonsense they are busy turning out fake share certificates for the
new railway

The second picture shows frantic ticket printing for the new system, but take note; in the
background the most powerful G scale loco in the world is under test.

Picture Three shows a convienal evening for members at the local public house. Note who
is the furtive figure sneaking out the back way? Note the barrel and whipping post for
members who have not paid their subs, also | see Sherlock Holmes and Dr Watson on the
platform has the story a darker side.

Picture Four. Here we have the ultimate vision of the future, when all is finished, trains in G
scale of course, arriving and departing all over, no refunds or returns, pay up.

Well we can all dream.

Further to my report, rumours have reached me about strange happening on the road and
moors, a new item for the line, two wheels, a rebuild by BMW, is it a loco! 500 cc. This is
something | must see.

Information is from an article in the moon gazette; shown me on the return of the LGB
squadron to earth; up their everything looks G scale!

By for now BILL .

(The four pictures are available at the Keighley clubrooms upon request they are worth
seeing believe me) Mike H
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ARTICLE 2

A PERSONAL REVIEW

Built with the idea of providing a growing collection of members the facility to run various
rolling stock and locomotives of any sort and time frame. If it fits the rails run it. Also it
could operate with just certain themes this way it gives the best flexibility for the members
of the group.

Having visited various exhibitions with the large layout we have now come to the
conclusion that it's a bit big for us to move so we are now building a small portable
extension, which hopefully will be easier to handle.

The extension, Trollenburge Heights is sixteen feet by ten stand-alone layout with the ten-
foot side reduced to two to join the main layout.

As the name may suggest the extension goes up in the world to the dizzy heights. Various
special operations are planed you will just have to wait and see what.

Tim Parkinson the group baseboard builder has done a sterling job of the construction well
done Tim.

The zig zag zag zig formula seems to work. Will the MTS? Let’s keep it simple analogue!
OK so we agree to differ do we? What system do you use would you change?

With the current trade market we all seem to be having something to sort out let's hope it
will turn out OK.

Remember enjoy your railway large or small bye now.

By J.P.Jennings
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ARTICLE 3

A BEGINNERS STORY IS CONTINUED.

Starting not long ago |, in my starter set got the 2 piece controller set (transformer + speed
control separate) and have discovered the up side to the two piece system. The two units
connect together by a wire (For MTS fans just like the two MTS units) this is the advantage
point... as more than one wire at a time can be inserted together therefore supplying an
unlimited supply of power to lights around the layout. Therefore when DC power to the
track is turned down the lights don’t dim with the track power.

My layout has now changed again due to purchase of more track sections and the layout
now includes a working signal and more isolation / isolated sidings.

This page by Zack Walbank Age 11
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ARTICLE 4

GRAVELWOOQOD.

With Nowip gone the garden was a bit empty; tidy up and concentrate on Hopetown. But
the sun turned up and thoughts wandered to the days of watching a small loco and train
meandering round a layout must be built!

| had saved the small conifers and some soil, spread a view bags of gravel to make it
“contemporary” forget that lets play trains!

Ok so the fence still has not been put up that's not a problem | don’t leave the track out any
way. That’s it no excuse on with the digging again.
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Oh look there having a sail at the pond shop | wonder if | could squeeze one in how about
a waterfall | have some stone the odd bedding plant and back in business great!

Yes | know no pictures of the layout well the photographer turned up on the day the layout
was on it's holidays!

By J.P.Jennings.
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ARTICLE 5

THE VERDE CANYON RAILROAD.

April 2005 found my wife Jean and | in the desert of Arizona. This was part of a trip that
had taken us from Miami, Florida and through the Panama Canal disembarking at San
Diego in California. Having visited the Grand Canyon we were retracing our steps to San
Diego and found ourselves in the town of Clarkdale. Here the Verde Canyon Railroad
(formerly the Verde Valley Railroad, operated by the Santa Fe, Prescott and Phoenix
Railroad) was built. Quite a miracle of engineering, the 38mile line was built in just one
year from 1911 to 1912. It took 250 men using 200 mules, picks and shovels and lots of
Dupont black powder to lay these rails. The finance for this enterprise came from Senator
William A. Clark, a hefty $1.3million. The same railroad today would cost in excess of
$38million.

A smelter, which initiated the construction of the town of Clarkdale, laid out in 1914 and
named after Senator Clark was located just below the Jerome mines. The smelter was built
in 1910 and used until 1952. It had its final 400 feet stack blown in 1962, signaling the end
of an industry on which a community had been built and prospered. During the last century
the railroad laid from Clarkdale to Drake Arizona was often referred to as the “Verde Mix”
because it carried such a diverse mixture of products and people. Today the same
transportation system still hosts both freight and excursion trains on its rails.
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The ten coach train, hauled by an eagle decorated FP 7 diesel, pulled into the small station
at Clarkdale and we were lucky enough to travel in a first class carriage with a waitress
and private bar which we shared with six other passengers. We also had use of an open

air gondola which we could step onto and appreciate the rugged terrain following the Verde
River.
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The route travels through two national forests and alongside a designated wilderness. The
line took us through steep gorges and over old fashioned trestle bridges and a 680feet
man-made tunnel.

Near to the track is Fort Verde, a base used in the 1800s by General Crook’s U.S. Army
scouts and soldiers. They were used to squash Apache Indian uprisings in the 1800’s and
some of the original buildings still remain.

The canyon is populated by a variety of wildlife which thrives among the indigenous trees,
shrubs, cactus and wild flowers. A pair of bald eagles nesting on a rocky ledge seemed to
be within touching distance as we passed.
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Finally we arrived at Perkinsville Ranch,a deserted homestead and cattle ranch which
marked the end of our two hour journey from Clarkdale.

The return journey was just as enjoyable making new friends among our fellow passengers
and consuming moderate amounts of alcohol.
Another great railway journey of which we both have fond memories.

Alan Gardner
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ARTICLE 6

THE BACON BUTTY DAY.

Having for my sins decided to come up to Skipton again for a holiday. | duly arrived and
with the usual lamentations, went over to the Keighley clubrooms on Tuesday evening.
The usual gang were there, much sawing of timber and laying of track with of course plenty
of tea breaks, and the usual banter. Of course a trip to the local public house seems to be
a fixed event for those who live within twenty miles of the place! It is such a shame
Birmingham is just outside the caughment area says Bill.

Now how does the Bacon Butty fit in, well Mike H. had arranged to visit one of the G scale
group members the very next day. Well we had to set up a Satellite navigation system to
ensure we found our way, to much chatting whilst driving and we might have arrived in
Timbuktu instead of Guiseley, we mounted the trusty Landrover and later that day arrived
at our victims abode, where we were made most welcome. The G scale layout is quite
something to be seen and with Digital control, great enjoyment was had by all, despite
efforts to create spectacular accidents, the trains did survive our best efforts. Lunch was
provided; the Bacon Buttys were out of this world, homemade bread, bliss.

Later in the day we left the residents to clear up the chaos, and made a slow return to
Skipton via the Cow and Calf rocks at lIkley where yours truly undertook a spot of
mountain climbing. Mike took the Photographs to prove it. Perhaps 72 is not quite the age
to be on the Cow and Calf’s, but the local fell rescue team were there on exercise training,
and well know doubt they might have come to my assistance after a few choice words
about trains are safer then mountains at 72 years of age, but you know the views were
great; “and the bear something to be seen,” ask Mike.

Yours truly Bill...
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ARTICLE 7

Hopetown.

Hope town has developed to the next level.

Additional sidings provide a reasonable marshalling yard with the watchtower standing
guard.

A frame has been built at mid level with planks positioned where the track is to run, the rest
being left open to allow access to the lower level.

The mid level is fifteen to eighteen inches above floor level so is a tight squeeze to get
under if any derailments occur. The open areas will have lift out boards for scenery to be
built on; this may be the town area.

Progress is slow as it is difficult to visualise the layout at the moment and | am letting ideas
present themselves as the boards grow and the gradients progress forever upwards and
onwards.

Rolling stock is growing the main floor level circuit can accommodate twenty-seven bogie
wagons nose to tail just.

The reason for the layout is to run anything | fancy.

The name Hopetown, the rolling stock and locomotives hope to get back to the town they
came from.

Fiction is a wonderful thing you can get away with anything!

J.P.Jennings.
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